THE MESSENGER

5th MISS0OURI INFANTRY, CONPANY A
Rt 3, Box 130
Warrensburg, MO B4033
816-747-5728
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CONTENIS: This will be 8 long newsletter so I can get out a backlog of info
before postal rates go up & we start getting mare event details. It includes

personnel changes, By—laws changes, meeting minutes, schedule information,
drill comments, info on the 4th EBattalicn & planned naticonal esvents for Future

years, some unit history, & a song.

PERSDONNEL : Congratulations to President Charlie Riggs & Vice-President Bob
Koffman, who will preside st meetings & represent wus at MOWEA meetings.
Congrats also to new Vsteran Gregg Ballman., welcome to two new members: Hon

Cunningham, Rt 4, Box 8S0B, Sedalia, bB2301, Bilk-@cb-b3zd, and transter Bob
Foberts, EL 12, 4805A Meadowlark Lo, Lolumiia, padll, Si4-grst-igl3d. Dave
Kesinger is our first Associate Member. Katihrun has resumed her maliden name of
Horton (wvs floorel. we now have 1o Veterans, 11 recruirts, 1 musician, & 1l

adult non—combatants.

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, February cb, 1%81. Social & recruiting at 6:00 PM,
husiness at 7:00 PM. The puthenticity Lomm:ittee will have a special half-hour
program fFor our edification, Meeting site is CLIMTON, MO, Missgouri Public

Service building, south side of the Courthouse Sguare.

INFANTRY ORGANIZATION: The Sth Infantry is now part of the 4th Battalion, 2nd
Brigade, 1st Confederate Division. This provides an overall command structure
for Reb infantry units which kbelong to MCOWEA. We had little say in the matter,
a fact which rankles, but the units (3th Texas, Crowley’'s, TMR, us, 4th MO &
Sth MO2? involved are generally solid, authentic, serious groups; the staff is
what we’'d probably have selected had we had a vote. Membhership is advantageous
to us because it will help ensure that MCWEA infantry units aren’t shunted
aside at malor events as well as alleviate some of the ego-serving command
appointments that have cropped up at some area events. As we grow & prove
ourselves more, we’'ll have mors say!

BY-LAW CHANGES: We had two key By-law changes. UOne provides For Associate
Members (those who want cur newsletter but don’t want to reenact or are MCWERA
memhars who normally participate with another unitl, Another sets all
glections in Jarnuary. A third change was discussed at length & 1 was asked Lo
draft a proposal, which is contained =slsswners in this issua,

EVENT SCHEDULES: Flease review the ewvent scheduls & svent details; decide
which ones you can attend & lst Bill know at the next meeting Lor sganserl.
We'll keep 8 running tally on svent sttendance, out try to be accurate: our
prerggistration depends on what uou say!

CRITICAL: IF oy waNl Ty ATIENU LalNd sETweeN THE LaAakEsS TACTILAL, Inform Bob
Kaffman immediately & get your %% check into the treasudresr ASAPLI

KILLER ANGELS UPOATE: wWe answered an ingqulry & willl be informed when the exact
Filming dates are and when extras wlll be needed. WAILH THIS SHrALE!

A SUGBGESTION: In honor of our soildisrs serving in the Irag War, why don't we
start pur meetings with the Fledge of Allegiance?
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DRILL NOTES: Rather than writing my own column this month, I have cribbed‘the
Following in its entirety from the TMR Gszstte. I've added some parenthetical
comments for your consideration.

DRILL OF THE MONTH

This is a new column that I hope to provide each month. The basic idea is to present drill in a format that
is more accessible than Hardee’s, and one which emphasizes what we usually do. The pages will be separate from
the others in the newsletter, so that you may begin to make a booklet of the drill. The source information is from
Hardee’s Rifle & Light Infantry Tactics. I will use the recently reprinted two volume set of this. The small blue
book that many of us own does not contain skirmish drill, nor does it mention battalion drill. Another excellent
source is the Simplified Hardee’s book, which is available at most reenactments, This book provides diagrams of
many movements that are just described in the original Hardee’s. A disadvantage is that much of the terminology
is still very formal, and there are many maneuvers described that we do not perform, 1 found it useful, but not as
useful as I had hoped. 1 intend to present drill the way we perform it, even if that is not the precise way that Hardee
originally described it. I hope you find these descriptions helpful,

ORGANIZATION

TMR portrays a company. This is the basic unit in all infantry reenactment groups. The paper sirength
of a company, which was rarely the case in the field, was near 100 men. A full strength regiment consisted of ten
companies. About 2-6 {most commonly 4 in the Union army) regiments comprised a brigade, and 2-4 brigades a
division. Two or three divisions made a Corps, and 2-3 Corps made up the army. At the largest reenactment ever
held (125th anniversary of Gettysburg in 1988), there were about 6000 men on each side, which would have been

equivalent to a large brigade (per side) during the Civil War. - What's wrong with this diagram
T - . 5f a sompany in line? :
A company in line of battle looks like the following. (Hint: read the bottom limed
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C=corporal; O=private; C=captain; 1,2,3=1st, 2nd, or 3rd sergeant; and L=lieutenant.

This shows a reenactment company (a large one). A real company had one more lieutenant and two more sergeants,
and a bunch more privates. Each company is divided into two platoons; platoons are. divided between the two
corporals in the middle. The first platoon is on the right, and the second on the left. Fach platoon is further
subdivided into 2 sections. Sections are generally not used in reenactments because our platoons are usually the size
of a section. We will often split up into platoons, however. During drill, just to be confusing, a company or any
size drilling unit is called a battalion.

As shown above, a company forms in a double line. Each line is called a rank, and each group of two men,
one behind the other, is called a file. In this example there are two ranks and 21 files. From right to left, the men
{not including officers and sergeants) are lined up by height. The tallest corporal and tallest man form the first file
on the right, and shortest corporal and shortest man form the last file on the left. From right to left, the files are
alternately designated "1" or "2." When we "count twos™ (which we do a lof), the men in the first file call out
"One," the second file "Two," the third file "One," the fourth file "Two," etc. until all files have a number. Each
group of four men composed of the odd and even files, from right to left, make up comrades in battle. This is
important in skirmish drill. The distance between ranks is 13 inches, measured from the breast of the rear rank man
to the back or knapsack of the front rank man. ~Xxrmally we estimate this by making a right angle with the right
arm, and making a fist. You are at the correct distance when your fist touches the man in front of you, with your
elbow at your side. When companies first form up at an event, the two center corporals try to station themselves
as close to the center of the company as possible. However, the right corporal of these two must be a "two.”

Quiz: If you were to draw a& disgram Ot UNis CoOmZany 1in marching order fcolumn
of fours), what would be the distance on the diagram from tne Ilst Sgt to the
corporal st the rear Lhint: on the ciagram as shown LhHe distance 1S d-4drsvy
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During firings and most drills, the captain and first sergeant will not be in the positions shown; they will
drop back to the "third" rank during firings and will lead the company during drill. Hence the first file is made up
of the first corporal and man on the right. The officers and sergeants in the "third" rank are called file closers. Their
overall job is to make sure that the men are doing their jobs. They are spaced two paces behind the second rank.
During maneuvers there are guides. As a company we usually guide right. At reenactments and as a rule, the 1st
sergeant is the right guide. Similarly, the 2nd sergeant is the left guide. During drill, if the sergeants are doing the
teaching, then the corporals on the ends of the company become the guides. The 1st sergeant on the right of a
regiment is called the right general guide. The 2nd sergeant on the left of a regiment is called the left general guide.

At reenactments, companies are often joined into regiments. In a Civil War regiment, from right to left the
companies were labelled "first company,” "second company,” etc. The first two companies on the right were called
the "first division," the next two companies the "second division,” etc. The color guard was attached to the right
center company (that is, the fifth company if there were ten companies). This company, and all to its right, were
termed the "right wing," and the other companies comprised the "left wing." These divisions of regiments are oaly
occasionally used at reenactments.

CAMP

The diagram shows an ideal regimental camp. For a given company, its tents are faced parallel to each
other across a "company street.” The width of this street

— is not specified, but should be about 10 paces if there is
b - ; enough room. The manual specifies that there be two

1%uin ¢

| paces around each tent; that is, the tents to the side and

i CANI QF A UHGTHEXT OF INFANTRY rear of a given tent should not be closer than two paces.
) — — In reality, we place them almost edge to edge. Space is
WA e L LT e, usually‘ at a premium at a reenactment. By the book, ten
B . | I g paces in front of and perpendicular to one end of the

company street is the color line, Here is where the colors
should be placed and where arms should be stacked. Ten
paces from the other end of the company sireet begins a
series of rows, perpendicular to the company streets, of
noncoms’, company officers’, and regimental officers’
tents. At reenactments, generally there is one officers’
Aucky of v tent for each company. Higher level officers sometimes

1)

frre

Lo s oy 2B .
( 5"33J Ei gg gg gg gg gg gg iﬂ; ) have a row of tents behind the company officers.
bopoa e 3 gl N *3' Noncoms rarely have tents. The men eat between the
- :} vy ni aa " Ii company tents and the first row of officers’ tents. When
Bjemsm u ek aﬂg E:";? “,E-._“n - the men fall in to battle line, they form up along the color
¥ v ou ox g -‘»‘g«g;«. . * line. In the ideal situation, the width of all the
¥ ¥ companies” streets (including tents) equals the length of
o 8 the regiment. Thus, when each company forms up at the
e L ”“n_d:__ n ] head of its street, there will be room for the companies on

each side of it, and so on down the line.

COMMANDS

There are three types of commands during drifl or maneuver. The first is the command of caution, which
is "Attention." The next command is the preparatory command, which indicates the movement that will be
performed. The last command is the command of execution, which tells you when to actually start executing the
command. Thus, you are told of the movement or action to be performed, but you do not actually do it until the
execution command is given.

Note: if gou move pefore the commang of s9= 1t's like illegal motion in

Football: everyone can tell & we lcok terribis
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From thie esk of Jofin Beck

AFQOEE MENTIOHEDL., YOUR INPUT REGARDING THESE MATTERS IS HIGHLY
SOUGHT AND REQUESTED.

GENERAL SMART COMMANDING THE SECOND RATTALION, WELCOMES
THE ADDITION OF QUR BATTALION, AND I35 EAGERLY LOOKING FQORWARD
TO WORKING WITH EACH AND EVEREYONE OF U35, ANY QUESTIONS
REGARDING ANY OF THESK MATTERS, PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CONTACT
ME PERSONALLY., MY HOME:PHONRE NUMBER IS5 3#4F-942- 2690 ANET MY
OFFICE NUMBER I35 316- 833*2482
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CGEONEL J?SE%N BECK -
LIEUTENANT COLONEL ~ DAVY OCKERSTROM
MAJOR - WILLIE HUCKABEE .-

ADJUTANT - JIM BECEKNER LiEEIAIIIEl

CHIEF OF STAFF - TED DYER {TENTATIVE}
SERGEANT MAJOR - PAUL BURTER

3506 S. Knight Wichita, Kansas 67217
316 - 842-2690 316 - §33-2475




iow is the conceptual framework of a 5-Year Plan of regicnal events to be supported by

se 1st Coafederate Divisioa and the Hestern Brigade. 1991 is firm, but 1992 and beyond - :
§ .s subject to chenga. This was included to fill a blank pzge ia this packace o should | .

not be construed as aa endorsement by the 3rd Kentucky Infaatry/LSL Tectical C@ittee :

DATE EVENT

Mar 15-17, 1991, mm:m_'[asn;al Land Between the Lakes, KY. This is tﬁe
first of the series and has become a reality. See the feature article on the tactical in t'tns

issue of the 2nd Brigade Bulletin.

Aug 9-11, 1991, Wilson’s Creek, MO. While this event is currently be.mg
planned by an mdependent host, the 1st Confederate Division will be fielded at tl'us eve_nt.

Correspondence with the event hosts has been ongoing.

. Apr 1992, Raleigh/Carolina’s Campaign, NC. Not necessarily Bentonville, but

something in the North Carolina area. Mississippl units are offering an alternative here _.,fl:,"-'-
Okolona, MS, Feb 1992.

Oct 1992, Hood’s March through North Alabama, AL. Proposed by a unit of "

the 2nd Bdge. The Palmetto Battalion is offering an alternative here: Boone Hall, SC, Oct
1992,

TBD 1993, Vicksburg, MS. The idea here was to do some aspect of r_he Vic.ksburg
Campaign (i.e. Vicksburg, Champion Hill, others?). Nothing firm yet. . .

Oct 1993, Seccessionville, SC. Offered by the Palmetto Battalion and near . - |
Charleston. They are also ready to do this in.1992. '

TBD 1994, Red
River Campaign, LA.
This one is wide open.
. Louisiana _ should have
numerous.. opportunities.
The 12th Lou:s:ana  has
talked of a large- scale
camp* of mstrucuon. “What
about ] it~ 12th Lomsmna?
Can you do 1t m 1993'?:;

RISy X

TBD - 1994 Ken-

, KY.

Either Perryville or a

separate event was listed

here. Once again, sugges-

tions (and volunteers to

put one on) are solicited

for alternatives. This one is
wide open.

TBD 1995, Ft
Donnelson, TN. Jack
King’s 1st Brigade has a
L.Init that has VOIUIIIEEI‘Ed AR @F AU Y. THENY NLIAYILLE wERTIN
to do something here. ‘

Nothing definite yet.
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. Waszterm Tactleaf {ET)

. Wilsem's Creak (MG)

. Carolina Campuign {NC)

. Haood'a Afzs Campalgn (AL}
. Flekshurg (MT)

. Baccennienviile (2C)

. Had River Campaign (LA}
. Kgntuoky Campaign (KY)}
. Ft Comuntaca {TH)
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S5TH NISSUURI
EVENT

NAME IAC  DRL WEST JC LCOL

INFANITRY, e u A
FUsSTER - 13391

CC WLCK LExX STC FEOS  BEL

KOFFMAN TR .
WAYNE 0y y
CONNER :

RIGGS n

YOAKUM

AGEE

BALLMAN, GE g
BALLMAN, GR
BEARS .
CUNNINGHAM .
DALEEN y -
GOLDSBERRY
KEQWN

KINSEY

KISNER

MELOT

POWELL

RIGES, CHIP
ROBERTS, B
RUBERTS, D .
ROBEKTSON Y
ROUSH

SHANKS

SHERRER

THOMAS
UESSMAN
woooY

NAME IT'aC DORL WesST JC  COL

SHCK CC  WLCK LEX STC ROS BEL

non—camnbatants

AGEE, B
BALLMAN, K
BEARS, DEB
HORTON
MCCLINTOCK
RIGBES, J
ROBERTSON, D
ROWE
SHANKS, B
THOMPSON
WAYNE, S

Key: TaC=Tactical DRL=Spring Drill

WEST=UWeston JC=JefFf City

COL=Columbia psarade PEA=Pes R:dge living History SHCK=Shoal Cresk

CC=Cole Camp WLCK=Wilson’s Cresk

ROS=Roscoe EEL=Eelmont

LEX=lLexington STC=5t Charles
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EVENT DETARILS

NATIONAL TACTICAL, Land Between the Lakes, KY, March 15-17. A strenuous
pack-in-everything tactical, no tents, no rations, hard core. 18862
impression — Full uniform, leathers, Z-band rifles. First event for the
i1st Confed Div & “4th Btn. Healthy people only, so 'you can expect to be
cold, hungry & miserable.’ Tactical begins noon Friday & runs thru noon
Sunday, so expect to carry 200 rounds (rolled). IF you want to go, get
$4.00 registration fee intec Bill ASAP! Don't wait for the Feh 26
meeting! To Find the event, take I-70 to S5t Louis, I-8% to 1-57, 1-57
spouth to I-g4%, 1-2% to Ky Purchase Parkway, Purchase FParkway south to
Benton, US 841 south to KY BG, KY BO esast toc Boldern Pond., About 250 miles
From Tt Louis,

COMPANY DRILL, Cedarcroft Farm (Bill Wayne’'s place), Warrensburg. 9:00 AN
- 4:00 Pri, April 7. UNIT mMAX EFFORT, show up with whatever weapons &
uniforms yow have, 1t’s more important to get your drill & Firing down
than to have all uniforms. We’ll try to gutfit those who dan’t have
everything prior to Weston. Schocl of the Soldier in AM, Company drill
after lunch (lunch details pendings. If you can't make the whole drill,
be here for part of it!. To find us, south of wWarrensburg on MO 13 to Et
Y, then 4.0 miles east (or 5.3 miles waest of Rt Lij.

WESTON, NMa, April co-cl. MCWRA & Sth MO rMAX EFFORI. Two battles, assault

on prepared poslticons, night fire demo, dance, chlilaren’'s frair. Ladies
wWwill help interpret pattie. Looks well ocrganized, but fooo rations not
uet Firm. IMors details latsr, but large turnout 1s important. 1o get

there, U5S-50 to [-435, 1-435 to 123, Plette Lity exit. About 30 miles
From Warrenshurg

PEA RIDGE, ARK, June 1-2. Natignal Battlefield Park liwving history., on
one of least spoiled sites. Some drill demo., probably no shooting. Good
chance to ses the battlefield, sspscislly at night., Tg get there, MO 13
tc Springfield, US B0 tg Manett, MIJ 37 to Gateway, US B2 west to park.
About 200 miles from Warrensburg, nut look for shorter ways on back roads,

SHOAL CREEK, Liberty, MO, June 15-16. [MCWRA sanctioned event in village
restored hy Kansas City parks (to compete with Missouri Town?). A nice
location, camp in shade, 186% impression, no other info. Previous evenis
here have been good. To get there from [-70/1-%70 {Independence Center),
take MO 291 north to Liberty, then MO 152 west across 1-35 a couple of
miles to Hodge Park sign.

HONORED DEAD: Here's an excerpt From Ur Leslie Anders’ Confederate Poll af
Honar: Missouri. One Johnson County Family certainly gave its men ta the
Southern cause and, I suspect, to the Ucmpany we portray:

Wheatley, Pvt Calvin 5th Mo Inf D (dis) Lumpkins Mill, Miss 27 Qct 62

SLCA, CSR-]
Wheatley, Pvt George R. Jr. 5th Mo Inf D (dis) Pontotoc, Miss 22 Jun 62

SLCA, CSR-]
Wheatley, Pvt J. Martin 5th Mo Inf DOW (Corinth) POW Iuka, Miss 6 0{35632'
Wheatley, Pvt James 5th Mo Inf D (dis) POW Alion, JIl 9 Feb 63

SLCA, I&E, TUCK

‘Wheatley, Pvt John Guibor’s Btry D (dis) Mobile, Ala 21 Aug 63 CSR
Wheatley, Pvt W. L. MSC KIA Wilson’s Creek, Mo 10 Aug 61 vCcvio!
Wheatley, Pvt Wiliam L. 5th Mo Inf D (dis) Des Arc? Arli_730 Mar 62



MARY ELLEN ROWE FOUND THESE WORDS TO A POST*WAR FAVORITE
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good old Rebel, now that's Jist what I
fair land of freedom, I do not cars
I fit agin it, I only wisht we’d won,
. want no parden fer nuthi >

N

w

48

&I G

at all.

-

A4

- 8

i
&
o

o B I 2

o E
& ol
; that dong .

[T

We
bz
R
T

sunk & ship at Sumbter., we proke her plumb In Lwo,
showad them bully vankes lads Jist what ws aimed to do.
a little corick called Bull Run, we took thelir staryy rag
wime our hosses down with, ain’t here Lo brag.
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Tores to foreoes.
evade

1y blockads.

I vid with ol?® Jo Shelby an his band of Scuthsrn
an theres never was no vankee lads could beat
oh they never Jdid defesat us, but we never could

Their dirty foreign politics an thelr coward

REC

Waell we hadn’t any powder and we hadn’t any shotb
An we hadn’t any money to buy whay we hadn’t gobl,

o we rid our wormn cut hosgses and we i on plain corn meal

an we licked em whare we cotched em, with Scuthern guts an steel .

We whusped the best They zent us and we whupped =m Talr and true: "
We whupped thely German immygrunts and the Eve-talyuns too.

Gh we Whupped the Frogs an Sguarsheads, an all thelr furren might,

an then they went an got the Micks an ws knew we had a Fight.

Tive hunderd thousand vankeess is stiff In Scuthern dust;

t soma

We got five hunderd thousand, befors they got to us. LU
They died of Scuthern fTesver and Scuthern steel and shot - NN kv,
I wusht they wuz five million, instead of wWwhal we got. g <
y WS
T hates the vankee nation, an everthin thsy do-- _ﬁ ~~
T hates Lhe Freedman’s Bureau in unyforms of biusi ﬁgig
I hates the nasty esagle, with all his brags ana fuss; ~te A
Them lvin® thievin’® vankees, I hales am Wwuss an wWUSs ’~,§'k
JFL =
T hates the yvankee nation, an everthin they do-- =3 ﬁ§\§ Fﬂ
I hates that puffed up thisvin® orowd in Washington too: fﬁy"
I hates this glorious Union, ’tis drippin’ with our blood, ﬁ'%’ §
I hates that strip-ped banner, oh I flt it could. 0w T >
Y
; e o 2 ey B 4 o Y - 1 K .l . 1 Lo by \ e L g\é ﬁ%
Nowk there ain’t many iz2Tt of us that vic a Phe ostard L=
and them as ars 1s wWeary, wWweak of body, sad of hsgari N S X
But we fit s filght to tell about, an I am here Lo say Qi_ In S
I°d =limb my hoss an follow Mavse bto hell come any day. ciﬁ q:ﬁ¥$;
T cainkt take up my musket and fight em + " §\ _
Rut I ain’t go’n to lowve em, an that 1=z . 5\3 3 v
an I odon’t want no parvdon fer what I wu = QAT g
I won’t be reconstructed, and I don’i « gy 3
ARE
Me an my Tam’ly’s golin’® a way off to the West ' g‘ﬁiﬁd
To find that happy wvalley that we will love the hest = J-j“ o
Where there ain’t no damn vankees with bloody hand an gun ) <
an we can all live psaceful, as wonst we used to done. Q ?g ?E
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TUNE TO "GOOD OLD REBEL™
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NEWS BRIEFS: The THR‘s Jim “Egquine” Burnett has retired from active sarvice
due to personal-& medical reasons.

Sandra reports that Scruffy 15 doing well =% 18 already partly halter—broke.
Won't be too iong before ne’s big encuygn Lo pull a2 howitzec!T

T HE MESSENGEKR

Sth MISSUURI INFANIRY, COMPANY A
Kt 3, Box 130
Warrenshurg, M0 B4093
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